
Welcome to “Nanticoke Notes”, the most recent annual newsletter of the Nanticoke 

River Watershed Conservancy (NRWC)! 

This 2017 issue is published to keep our members and friends informed about NRWC 

activities that promote our commitment to preserving some of the finest places in the Nanticoke 

River Watershed. 

The beautiful Nanticoke River, one of the last unspoiled rivers in the Chesapeake es-

tuary, takes its waters from the swamps and cultivated flatlands of Sussex and Kent Counties in 

southwest Delaware and flows into Maryland's Tangier Sound and the Chesapeake Bay.  This 

river, draining one fourth of Delaware's land, is endowed with outstanding abundance and di-

versity--both natural and cultural.  Its watershed and ecosystem are of inestimable value to Del-

aware and are of prime importance within the entire Chesapeake drainage basin. 

As our brochure states, “It is a basic instinct to protect the land you love”, and since 

1994 with the acquisition of our first 29-acre “Newton Woods” site near Bridgeville, the 

NRWC has protected in perpetuity over 500 acres of beautiful Delaware open space lands for 

the health and well being of YOU, YOUR FAMILIES and future southwestern Sussex County 

generations.   

We manage these properties for the protection of Delaware's open space and wildlife 

habitats, for conservation of agricultural lands, for protection of sites critical to air quality and 

clean water, and for the benefit of local communities, schools, non-profit organizations and for  

local residents to just enjoy the outdoors and nature. 

We are so proud of the work we have been able to accomplish through the efforts of 

our faithful board of directors, site stewards, partners, community members and volunteers and 

we invite YOU to join us as we work toward the goal of "protecting the lands we love"--we 

would consider it a privilege to welcome you!  

Welcome to “Nanticoke Notes” 

NRWC Site Spotlights   

 

 In each issue of “Nanticoke Notes” we spotlight one or more of our properties so 

you will have a sense of how diverse our properties are and how each of them fits into a 

unique conservation niche within the Nanticoke watershed.  We'd like you to know interesting 

facts about their stewardship and importance to conservation.  In past issues we spotlighted 

our Newton Woods Tract and our Messick Tracts and in this issue we are focusing on two of 

our most recent sites---the 19-acre Moore Farm Tract and the 89-acre Foskey Farm Tract, two 

sites that spotlight the Nanticoke watershed's past and present agricultural heritage.  
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holds in-perpetuity conservation and man-

agement easements on the farm and owns 

the smaller tract in fee---a spectacular 

addition to Delaware's protected agricul-

tural lands!  And, this site brought the 

total acreage of Delaware public access 

open space at the Chapel Branch Nature 

Area to over three hundred acres with 

over four miles of trails! 

Our working farm boasts 25 plus 

acres of beautiful forested buffer land to 

the Chapel Branch stream which is so 

clean that thousands of river herring were 

seen (and photographed) spawning there 

this past year--definite proof of a healthy 

Delaware waterway contributing to a 

healthier Chesapeake drainage basin. This 

farm is tilled by Fred O'Neal and Sons who 

have stewarded this particular farm for many 

years and who are contributing to a healthy 

agricultural heritage for their community. 

We desperately hope to find fund-

ing to renovate the garage building on this 

site into very badly needed future NRWC 

office space, benefiting our work and com-

munities.  Anyone wishing to help with this 

project with materials or volunteer work 

would be a real blessing--just contact us at 

302-337-8847.    

After almost two years of very 

challenging work and a tireless search for 

funding to purchase easements and in-fee 

title with several partners, the Nanticoke 

Conservancy (NRWC) gratefully settled 

on the Foskey Farm tracts adjacent to the 

north of our Chapel Branch Nature Area 

in September of 2016.  The farm consists 

of two tracts--a one-acre parcel with gar-

age along Woodland Road and an 88-acre 

parcel of adjacent farmland.   

Both of these tracts were ac-

quired through the generosity of The 

Conservation Fund, The Chesapeake 

Conservancy, the U.S. Navy and the DE 

Division of Fish & Wildlife.  The NRWC 

 No longer an active farm, our 

Moore Farm Tract was a poultry produc-

ing farm for the Moore family of Seaford 

for many years.  The 19-acre abandoned 

farm was acquired in fee by The Nan-

ticoke Conservancy from Donald and 

Beatrice Moore of Seaford three years 

ago through the generosity of The Con-

servation Fund and the Chesapeake Con-

servancy with the conservation easement 

held by the Delaware Division of Fish & 

Wildlife.  

 This beautiful property adjoins 

our Chapel Branch Nature Area on the 

west side of Chapel Branch, giving us 

additional room on both sides of the 

stream to expand our trail system in the 

future.  

 Through the generosity of Eric 

Wahl, President of the DE Native Plant 

Society and a landscape architect, the 

Moore tract now has a terrific site plan in 

place which includes a small natural out-

door educational amphitheater, fire pit, 

kayak launch area, driveway / parking 

area, kiosk and covered open building---

any of these could be a meaningful west-

ern Sussex legacy at this beautiful site for 

a potential donor.  We hope to incorpo-

rate many other conservation projects 

here that will benefit Delaware open 

space and wildlife habitats in addition to 

expanding recreational opportunities for 

everyone.   

 We have worked with the Na-

tional Chestnut Foundation in planting a 

small chestnut orchard at this location 

and with Cub Scout Pack #182 who built 

ten Blue Bird houses for a future Blue 

Bird trail there.  We held another tree 

planting project day last year and are 

presently working with the Sussex Con-

servation District with plans to sow wild-

flower meadows next spring to benefit 

threatened insect pollinator species and 

ground nesting birds.  

 Since the stream and its gor-

geous wetlands and rare plant species are 

such an important attribute of this site, we 

hope to find a sponsor to fund a kayak 

put-in area in the near future,  keeping in 

mind Chapel Branch, a tributary of the 

Nanticoke River, is accessible to Ameri-

ca's first national water trail, the Captain 

John Smith trail. 

 The Moore Farm Tract of the 

Nanticoke Conservancy welcomes you! 
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The Foskey Farm Tract   

The Moore Farm Tract 
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Your donations and support 

are critical as we manage these sites for 

YOU!  NRWC is a 501(c)3 organiza-

tion and all donations are tax deducti-

ble. 
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 Partnerships are critical to the 

success of any non-profit organization 

and the Nanticoke Conservancy is no 

exception.  The NRWC has partnered 

with many groups during the past years to 

make your experiences at our Chapel 

Branch properties more enjoyable.  If I 

have missed noting anyone's help, please 

know that it was an oversight.  Thank you 

so very much to all of these wonderful 

offerings of help to NRWC---your local 

land trust! 

Since our last issue, have you 

admired the beautiful new Chapel Branch 

Nature Area sign at our parking lot en-

trance donated by Dogfish Head Craft 

Brewing Co.?  So many thanks to Dog-

fish for their commitment to conservation 

in Sussex County. 

Invista Corporation twice donat-

ed stone, grading and enlarged our park-

ing area making our entrance area so 

much more usable for everyone. They 

also recently backfilled our new steps 

with stone for much increased safety on 

the Chapel Branch deck trail---another 

significant community investment thank-

fully accepted from Invista Corporation. 

Last year the Delaware Nature 

Society and the Nanticoke Watershed 

Alliance conducted several environmen-

tal education classes/tours, both for the 

general public and  for Seaford Middle 

School students. 

We welcomed the efforts of  

Cub Pack #182 in building blue bird box-

es for addition to the blue bird trail at our 

Moore Tract. 

Brandon Tull of Lank, Johnson 

& Tull has generously developed a new 

website for us and we will be updating it 

regularly.  Check it out at:  

www.nanticokeconservancy.org!  

The Seaford High School Cross

-Country Team uses our trails for compe-

titions and helps with trail maintenance. 

The media department students 

of Sussex Tech high school under the 

direction of Gary Conaway, created a 1-

minute video for us as we competed for a 

Dogfish Head grant two years ago. This 

project provided the students with school 

credit and experience and the video can 

now be enjoyed on our website. 

Phillips signs generously re-

created our NRWC logo for the website. 

Many kudos to Steve Cooper 

who, with tireless commitment, has as-

sisted with the acquisition of all our prop-

erties over many years.  

NRWC sponsored two work-

days in 2015---in the spring volunteers 

cleared a huge amount of brush around 

our parking lot and Invista removed the 

brush. In the fall, we welcomed participa-

tion from Pack #182, DNREC volunteers, 

NRWC board members, Steve Childers 

of DNS and community members in addi-

tional maintenance work. 

In 2016 

NRWC board mem-

bers, Steve Childers 

of DNS, DNREC 

volunteers and com-

munity members 

assisted with build-

ing 12 beautiful 

steps on our deck 

trail to reduce ero-

sion.  In late 2016 

our fall workday was rained out, but in 

spite of the weather we were able to plant 

200+ donated daffodil bulbs!  They were 

lovely last spring---watch for another 

beautiful spring coming to Chapel Branch 

in 2018! 

Many thanks to Carolyn DePew 

Swayze who donated expertise and much 

time in generously creating both of 

NRWC's beautiful newsletters. 

DNREC's Reclaim Our Rivers 

initiative has supported NRWC workdays 

with volunteers. 

Jay Repa, a volunteer board 

member has tirelessly worked to do mow-

ing and mower maintenance for us at 

both Chapel Branch and the Foskey 

Farm. 

Dukes Lumber Company gen-

erously donated 6 railroad ties to build 

twelve deck trail steps and also donated 

stakes for our trail signs. 

Eric Wahl for his professional 

landscape plan for the Moore Tract. 

Barton's Rentals generously 

donated a wonderful tent for our Moore 

Tract dedication. 

The Seaford Star has been so 

helpful in sharing our meeting notices 

and also in publishing stories about our 

acquisitions and workday notices. 

Last year, surplus office furni-

ture was donated to us by DNREC's 

Division of Air Quality as they prepared 

for a move to new offices in Dover, so 

when our new office is completed, it 

will already be furnished and will have 

64 chairs to serve additional needs. 

In late spring 2017, students of 

the Woodbridge FFA along with their 

advisors who are site stewards 

of our Newton Woods tract, 

planted two Bald Cypress trees 

there and we are hoping they 

will survive and increase biodi-

versity within the watershed. 

Many unknown volunteers 

have also helped with removing 

downed branches and clearing 

portions of downed trees on our 

trails during the years and some 

small and other larger, but critically 

important monetary donations were also 

received. 
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Another Spotlight: Partnerships 



 

NRWC Board of Directors 

 

Ex. Dir, Marlene Mervine, Program Mgr, DE DNREC, Ret., mhmervine@aol.com  

President, Steve Cooper, Realtor, ReMax Realty,  scooper9078@gmail.com 

VP, Donna Smith-Moore, Faculty Adv, Wilmington College, donnasmithmoore@aol.com 

Secretary, Lynne Betts, Advocate, Society of Vincent de Paul,  lynne03betts@yahoo.com 

Treasurer, Richard Tull, CPA, Lank, Johnson & Tull, Inc.,  rick@delawarecpas.com 

Ken Covey, Owner, Covey’s Car Care, Seaford, DE   kencovey@comcast.net    

Robert Coxe, Biologist, DE Natural Heritage Program, Robert.Coxe@state.de.us      

Harry Brake, Library Administrator, Woodbridge High School, harrybrake@yahoo.com    

Robert Coxe, Biologist/Naturalist, Baccharis Consulting, LLC,  robcoxe@gmail.com    

David Fees, Managing Engineer, DE DNREC Div. Air Quality,  David.Fees@state.de.us 

Jay Repa, Woodworking sales, retired,  bevrepa@yahoo.com 

Ed Higgins, Realtor, ReMax Realty, ehiggins@remax.com 

 

Advisory Board Members: 

John Conner, Surveyor, retired, jandjconner@gmail.com   

Al Rizzo, Soil Scientist, USF&W Service, al_rizzo@fws.gov 

Michael Terry, Environmental Mgr., Invista Corp., Michael.A.Terry@Invista.com  

Dave Saveikis, Director, DE  Division of Fish & Wildlife, David.Saveikis@state.de.us 

Dorothy Smith, Deeds Coordinator, retired, Sussex Co. Courts, dotanddavid@aol.com 

Heidi Gilmore, Attorney, Heidi@bmbde.com 

Many Thanks to our  

Volunteers! 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our organiza-

tion.  Being stewards of 500+ acres, the Nanticoke 

Conservancy regularly sustains storm damage to some 

of our protected areas. Our Chapel Branch trails and 

boardwalk deck beside the stream often are subject to 

damage and our board members attempt to respond. 

Sometimes walkers who regularly use our trails, the 

Seaford High School  cross-country members/friends, 

or others assist with these damages, and if this is 

YOU, please accept our sincere gratitude and thanks 

for helping to keep Chapel Branch the beautiful and 

important resource for us that it has been for the last 

25 years.  Also, special thanks to the many volunteers 

who assist with brush removal, trail building, garden-

ing and general clean-ups during our annual Chapel 

Branch Maintenance days.  Check Us Out and Join 

Our Team!!                      

Thank You from the River, and from 

NRWC!!  

plant removal, trails maintenance, gar-

dening project and lots of fun.  Dogfish 

will be donating beverages for of-age 

volunteers. 

Nov. 8th, 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 

Fundraising in partnership with Dogfish 

Head Restaurant, Rehoboth Ave. in Re-

hoboth.  Please bring all your friends to 

this new venue and help NRWC  receive 

a percentage of all income for the entire 

restaurant for food and beverages for the 

evening!! 

During the next weeks NRWC 

will be sponsoring several events to in-

crease public awareness about protecting 

special local places that are our heritage.  

Some of these are fundraising events---

please be as generous as you can as we 

work for YOU!! 

Oct. 14th, 8:00 am to 1:00 pm  

Annual Clean-up Day at Chapel Branch 

with nature walks, invertebrates and wa-

ter testing demonstrations, trail building 

into the new farm, brush and invasive 

Nov. 9th, 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 

Greater Seaford Chamber of Commerce 

mixer, in tent at Chapel Branch parking 

lot. Come, share refreshments and receive 

information about our work. 

Nov. 25th, first NRWC 5K run, 

watch Seaford Star for details as our 

planning progresses.  

Any questions call: 

302.337.8847 

Opportunities to Help 

We’re on the Web!  Please donate at: 

www.nanticokeconservancy.org 

Yes, I will help NRWC “Preserve the Very Best Places in the Nanticoke Watershed”!  

  

Name:           

Address: 

Telephone:                                                              E-Mail:                                                              

 

Send to:  Nanticoke River Watershed Conservancy, P.O. Box 418, Seaford, Delaware  19973  or call 302.337.8847 

Your $30.00 annual membership fee or additional gift is fully tax deductible under NRWC’s Federal 501(c)3 status  
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